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should ultimately include all Germany's for-
mer colonies) ; the provisions of the Versailles
treaty were to be abrogated; and recognition
of Germany's equality, without reservation,
with other sovereign states was to be insisted
upon. This led to the withdrawal of Ger-
many, on October 14, 1933, from the Dis-
armament Conference and the League of Na-
tions. In explaining this act to his own people
and to the world, Hitler disclaimed any per-
sonal or national desire for aggression; de-
clared that Germany did not seek re-arma-
ment but was in principle sympathetic with
President Roosevelt's proposal of that year
for a world non-aggression pact; and insisted
that the withdrawal from this 'family of na-
tions' was solely because Germany could no
longer accept 'the perpetuation of an unbear-
able discrimination' against it.

Although by the Versailles treaty, Germany
was allowed an army of only ioo,,ooo, Hitler
announced on March 16, 1935, that Germany
would immediately reintroducc compulsory
military service and would increase the peace
basis of the army to approximately 600,000.
He disclaimed any responsibility for the
World War on Germany's part, and sought
to remove its influence on the people by re-
militarizing the country.

In 1936 and 1937, there was unity of ac-
tion between Germany and Italy in regard to
the civil war in Spain. Both Germany and
Italy recognized and supported the Spanish
rebels under General Franco.

The end of 1936 saw Germany organizing
international opposition to Soviet Russia,
particularly a so-called anti-Communist al-
liance which it entered into with Japan and
Italy.

During 1936 and early in 1937, Germany's
rearming developed at a quick pace. It was
openly admitted that military roads were be-
ing built across the country so that Germany
might send its forces either East or West.
New forts, barracks and battleships were
built. Sensational increases in military avia-
tion were reported. The country was put on a
semi-military basis, and the people were
urged to economize and save food and sup-
plies for the "future defense of Germany,1

A definite accord was entered into with
Italy in 1937, which came to be known as
the "Rome-Berlin Axis". In 1938 Austria
was over-awed by show of force, seized and
taken over by Germany. Meanwhile the
Nazis fomented unrest among the Germans
living in the borders of Czechoslovakia. The
latter country made ready to resist German

aggression, but France and Britain being un-
prepared for war attended the Munich con-
ference with Germany and Italy, September
1938, and bartered Czechoslovakia's Sudeten-
land to  Germany  as a price  for European
peace.  This demoralized Czechoslovakia, and
in March  1939,  Germany, without meeting
resistance, extinguished that country,- taking
over the major portion of it and permitting
3ungary to seize the small remainder.   The
erman  Nazis  next   grabbed   Memel   from
Lithuania and began to arouse the Germans
of Danzig and the Polish corridor in an ag-
ressive move against Poland.
Undeterred by the pledges of France and
England that they would fight if Germany
attacked Poland,  Hitler  ordered his armies
to move Sept. i, 1939 and in three weeks had
completely overrun western Poland.   As the
Mazi forces neared the Russian frontier, the
Soviet  troops  also  moved   and  the   Russo-
Serman lines met. Three days after the open-
ing of the Polish invasion France and Eng-
land   had   declared   war   and  were   massing
troops on the western front.   Hitler ordered
btis victorious Polish expeditionary forces to
the west where they massed along the fron-
tiers. On land there was only desultory fight-
ing in the winter of 1939-40.   In the spring
Germany   seized  Denmark without  a  fight,
Norway after a brief battle with Norwegian
and British troops and then began a devas-
tating assault on Luxemburg, Holland, Bel-
gium,   and  France.    Within   60   days  those
countries were completely defeated, the for-
mer three were occupied as were all the north-
ern provinces and Atlantic seacoast of France
including Paris.  July 29, 1940, the Nazis be-
gan mass air attack on England. In the spring
of 1941 Hitler vanquished the Balkans and
the island of Crete, thus placing his air bomb-
ers within effective distance of Suez. In April
he sent reinforcements into Libya to aid Italy,
and in June attacked Russia. For two months
the battle raged along a 2,ooo-mile front, the
Nazis making great gains; but by Feb., 1942,
the   Russians   had   the   Germans   retreating
along the entire line.  In the summer of 1941
England's airforce began mass bombing of
German industrial cities, including Berlin, and
Dec. n, 1941, Germany declared war on the
U. S. By the summer of 1943 Allied air forces
were creating havoc in Germany, the Nazis
had been driven from Africa and Sicily and
along the  Russian  front.   The Allies were
massing for attack on Hitler's "fortress."
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